The results of treatment of gunshot wounds to the brain in children.
Thirty-three children ranging in age from 8 months to 15 years were treated for gunshot wounds to the brain. Half of the children were less than 10 years old. Fifty-eight percent died. Mortality was influenced by the trajectory of the bullet, intent to commit suicide, and the neurological status immediately after injury. The age and sex of the child and the caliber of the bullet did not influence survival. Three-fourths of the deaths occurred within 24 hours of injury, suggesting these patients had a mortal wound from the onset. Eleven of the children were attempting suicide, 9 of whom died; 13 were playing with a gun, 5 of whom died; 2 were shot as innocent bystanders to crimes in progress; 1 was shot while involved in a criminal act; 1 was shot in a hunting accident; and in 2 who died within minutes of arrival, the circumstances of the shooting were not documented. Of the survivors, none was left vegetative after 6 months, 3 had severe disabilities, 9 were moderately disabled, and 2 had a good outcome. The mortality rate is strikingly similar to that of adults with similar injuries; however, the morbidity appears to be less. On the other hand, with simple preventative measures, virtually each injury would have been avoided.